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Hello Friends, 
Lae here's how to make sure 
you don’t miss any copies 
__ of Farthing Wood Friends! 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 01424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first copy 
you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit 


Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 

1, 5 and every fourth part after that. Each 

part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 

Whether you’re getting your copies from 

your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers from 
the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastern Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth 
part). 

KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 
You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. If 
paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder’s name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 01424 755755. - 


Customer enquiries: 01424 755755 4 
Trade enquiries: 0171 581 1371 : 
Editorial and distribution offices 
Eaglemoss Publications Lid 

7 Cromwell Road, London SW7 2HR 
Editor: Sarah Pendlebury 
| © Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 1996 
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The weasels were on the move again. But 
Cleo and Fido weren’t very happy with their 
mother. “You’re always blaming Measly for 
everything,” shouted Cleo as they crossed 

a field. “Isn’t that right, Fido?” 


“If it wasn’t for you, our beautiful weaseldog 
wouldn’t have drowned in the river,” Cleo 
continued. “Your fault! We'll never forgive 
you,” screamed Fido. “We hate you!” 


Measly looked at Weasel, wondering what to 
do. Then he hurried after the twins who were 
about to disappear into the bushes. Suddenly, 
Fido turned round. “Get lost! We hate you!” 
he shouted at Measly. “Yeah!” snarled Cleo. 


“You.bet!” joined in Fido. Weasel was at her 
wit’s end. She didn’t know what to do and 
turned to Measly for help. “Do something 
with them,” she cried. “Discipline them!” 
But the twins were in no mood to listen. 


By now Weasel was completely distraught. 
“Oh, my little ones, you don’t really,” she 
wailed. “Yes, we do!” chorused Fido and 
Cleo as they stormed off. 


Measly gave up and walked back to Weasel, 
who was now sobbing on the floor. “I think 
we should take them back to White Deer 
Park,” he said, gently. “They might grow up 
to be better weasels.” 


Meanwhile, Fido and Cleo had come to an 
embankment near to a motorway. It was 
littered with tin cans and old tyres. “What a 
wonderful place!” exclaimed Fido, jumping on 
to a strange-looking pink rock. 


So Cleo put her hand to her chest and began 
to sing — appallingly. Stunned by the strange 
noise coming out of Cleo’s mouth, the piglet 
stopped snorting. 


Soon, the animals were laughing so much 
they had to stop the game. “This place is 
wonderful,” chortled Fido, rolling off the 
piglet’s back. “Yeah, I’ve been here all day,” 
said the piglet, his snout stuck in a tin can. 


Suddenly, the rock began to move. “What’s 
that?” cried Fido, trying to hold on. “Oink! 

Oink!” came the reply. It was a piglet. “It’s 

making disgusting noises,” said Cleo as the 
piglet snorted at her again. 
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“Pig,” said the piglet, introducing himself. 
“Weasel,” replied Cleo. “Pig,” said the piglet, 
“Weasel,” said Fido. Pig-weasel-pig-weasel,. 
On and on they went, shouting louder and 
louder each time. 


“Where are you from?” piped up Cleo. 
“Know what an articulated truck on its way 
to the slaughterhouse is?” said the Piglet 
mysteriously. “Know what a huge crash in? 
That’s where I came from.” 


“Don’t you have any parents?” asked Fido. 
“Humans ate them,” replied the piglet, quite 
unconcerned. “Made them into sausages.” 
Cleo and Fido were horrified. 


Fido then realized that he hadn’t introduced 
himself properly. “I’m Fido,” he said. “This is 
my sister, Cleo. We’ve got parents.” “My name 
is I’ll-never-be-sausages,” joked the piglet. 


Back in the field, Weasel was still sobbing. 
“Youre gorgeous when you're upset,” said 
Measly, trying to cheer her up, but it wasn’t 
working. “Stop fussing,” she snapped. “Go 
and find those little weasels, twerp.” 


Measly was just about to go and look for the 
twins, when suddenly, the piglet came charging 
out of the bushes. He sent Measly flying. “Look 
what we've found,” cried Cleo from the piglet’s 
back. “Much better than a weaseldog!” 


Weasel was relieved the twins had returned, Then he sent a sudden blast of spray into her 


but pretended to be annoyed. “Take this thing face. The twins laughed. “Don’t do that again,” 


back!” she yelled. The piglet took no notice, 
came up to Weasel and introduced himself. 


said Weasel. But with a stunt she, herself, could 
be proud of, she had to let him stay! 


Next week: A bigger oink! 


66Creeeeeee! I'm Blue and yellow macaw. 

You can’t miss my colourful feathers and loud 
screech in the more northern forests of South 
America where | live. I'm a type of parrot, just like 
my cousins, which include the Scarlet, Hyacinth and 
Military macaw. I'm very fond of my blue and yellow 
feathers, but some of my relations have feathers 

in other stunning colours, such as green or red. 

Our bright plumage might make us stand out, but 

us macaws aren't the only birds in South America 
whose appearance attracts attention. So let me 

also introduce you to my exotic friends, the 
hummingbirds and the toucans.99 ° 


This Bee hummingbird lives on only 
two South American islands, Cuba and 
lle des Pines. It is the smallest bird in 
the world and makes me feel really 
quite huge. Us macaws can be up to 
1m long from head to tail, but this little 
bird measures less than 6cm and 
weighs only 2g —- some large beetles 
are 20 times heavier! If you look closely, 
you'll notice lots of different markings on 
this bird’s wing feathers. Hummingbirds 
aren’t as brightly coloured as us macaws, 
but when the light catches their feathers, 
they shimmer against the sky; Perhaps that’s 
why they are described as ‘living jewels’, There 
are more than 300 species of hummingbird living 
in South American forests and deseyts ang they 
are all bigger than my friend here. Most are between 
6 and 13cm long, although the Giant hummingbird 
ihe biggest member of the family, can be up to , 
21cm from head to tail. 


| wouldn’t much fancy the meal that these young 
Anna’s hummingbirds are having. But | have to 
admit that their mother is very caring towards them, 
especially for the first few weeks of their lives while 
they remain in the nest. She feeds them with nectar 
which she has just eaten herself, bringing it up out 
of her stomach and straight into the throats of her 
babies. Her nest, which is usually balanced on a 
branch, is built carefully from twigs and plants and 
lined with silk taken from spiders’ webs, so that it is 
soft and cosy inside. Us macaws, like toucans, 
prefer to build nests in hollows we find in trees. 
Unlike hummingbirds, we stay mates for life and the 
males as well as the females hang around to help 
look after their young. 


Here are some very colourful members of my family, 
the Scarlet macaws. They are the most common type 
of macaw in South America. Being sociable birds, 
they live in pairs or larger groups in areas where there 
are both trees and open land, such as the edges of 
woodlands and forests. But like most other exotic 
birds, their habitat is being threatened by human 
development. Perhaps even worse is the danger of 
being trapped by humans who seem to think that 
Scarlet macaws make beautiful pets. The truth is, 
although we can be tamed, us macaws won't easily 
learn to talk and we have a fierce bite! So we’d much 
prefer it if you left us and our homes alone. 


All About... 


Beaks 


66Toucans might have large, 
impressive beaks, but size isn’t 
everything, you know. Us exotic 
birds have beaks of different 
shapes and sizes because we 
eat different things. For example, 
macaws have beaks which are good 
for eating hard foods, such as nuts, 
while hummingbirds have long, 
pointed beaks, which they use 
to reach the nectar 

inside flowers.99 


Here’s my cousin, Military 
macaw, showing just how 
strong our beaks really are. 
Although we eat fruit, we 
parrots also enjoy seeds and 
nuts from the forest trees. 

Our hooked bill acts as a very 
efficient nutcracker, helping 
us to break into the shell while 
we grip the nut with our feet. 
Parrots are, in fact, one of the 
few types of bird that use their 
feet as well as their beaks to 
help them feed, and also use 
their beaks to climb. We dig 
the sharp, hooked end of our 
beak into a tree trunk, so it 
acts almost like another claw. 
| think, altogether, that makes 
us pretty special birds! 


pra ZA) 
TINY EGGS 
The female Bee 
hummingbird lays 
eggs that measure 
little more than 
6mm across. 
They’re about the 
size of the nail on 
your little finger! 


You might think that this Toco toucan would have 7 rs RTO a rc " Try | Hummingbirds will eat 
trouble balancing on a branch, with its large beak ; . iH : small insects, sometimes 
weighing it down. In fact, its beak is not as heavy as it stealing those caught in 
looks. Although it has a hard outer case, inside there spiders’ webs, but their 
are lots of thin fibres which are joined together main food is nectar. The 

and surrounded by air pockets. Because air birds use their beak to 
doesn’t weigh very much, the beak is really reach inside a flower, 
quite light. Toucans mainly eat fruit and then suck the nectar up 
insects, but they won’t turn down the with their forked tongue 
chance to steal a meal of eggs or young which they can roll into 
chicks from the nests of other birds. They hop two tubes; | expect it’s 
along the tree branches, snapping up fruit with the like having two drinking 
tip of their beak and using its saw-like edges to straws hidden in your 
help tear off large pieces. When eating, a toucan beak! The flowers are too 
tips its head backwards so that the food flies to delicate to support the 
the back of its throat. It is caught by a long, bird’s weight so it has to 

bristly tongue and quickly swallowed. hover while it is eating. It 

does this by constantly 
beating its wings - up to 
80 times a minute. As 
you can imagine, this is 
pretty exhausting and 
hummingbirds need to fill 
up on nectar quite often 
to keep up their strength 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Despite the size of its mouth, this Keel-billed toucan 
can only produce either a low clicking sound or q 
hoarse rattle. There are about 40 species of toucan and 
they are closely related to two other types of exotic 
birds called aracaris and toucanets. Like us macaws, 
they live in the tropical forests of South America, so 
you could call them our next-door neighbours. 


Dear Friends! 


Toad's found a poetry-writing 
friend this week. Keep 
sending in your stories and 
poems — don't forget to put 
your age when you write to us. 


Joan 


TOAD’S FRIENDS 

Toad is funny, 

Toad is nice, 

Toad has friends and they are mice! 

Toad has a friend called Paddock, you see... 
But Toad is especially friends with...ME! 


Ann-Marie Doyle, aged 11 


Andrew Shone, ap66 8 


THE ADDER 

An adder slithers through the grass, 
If you’re lucky you might see it pass. 
It catches mice as its prey, 

It has to eat about twice a day. 


Cheryl Atkins, aged 9 


An adder has a poisonous bite, What did the boy octopus sing to th 
Some of them even come out in the night. girl octopus? Pe ew pe 
Some of them can even swim in a river, 

When you see one it makes you shiver. jpuey ‘puey ‘puey ‘puey ‘puey 


Christine Blake, aged 10 ‘puey ‘puey ‘puey Jnoh Ploy o juem | 


Alison Marshall, aged 10 


Munch, munch, 

Other things can wait. 
Lunch comes first, 
Everything can wait. 


Hannah Whiteoak, aged 7 


Corinne Prestage, aged 5 


CAN YOU GUESS WHICH ANIMAL HEATHER 
IS DESCRIBING? 


WHAT IS IT? 

Australia is its home, 

It doesn’t really roam, 

It has no tail on its back, 

Its colour is grey and a hint of white, 
It can’t go. as high as a kite, Po 


But it doesn’t mind a height. 


What is it? er, aged 9 


ire Wheel 
Heather Loyd, aged 7 Clem 
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There is a £5 
book token for 

anything used on 
this page: 


A RAINFOREST FLOO 


o> 66 It’s dark and damp on the floor of a 
—=/South American rainforest. The dense 
4 canopy overhead only lets glimmers of 

: “ light through, so it’s not that easy for 
slants to grow down here among the fallen leaves, tree 
trunks and roots. But lots of creatures, including many 
of my own tropical frog cousins, enjoy the benefits 

of life beneath the canopy. For a start, it’s fairly quiet 
and there are plenty of places to hide. That’s very 
useful, especially when there are so many hungry 
predators lurking around.99 


> 


Toad’s Challenge: how many Thornbugs can ‘\ H fi 


you find hidden on the branches? 


Secret World of. (" 


) 
YY 


A RAINFORES 


66 It’s dark and damp on the floo! 
South American rainforest. The de 
canopy overhead only lets glimmer 
light through, so it’s not that ea: 
plants to grow down here among the fallen leav 
trunks and roots. But lots of creatures, includin 
of my own tropical frog cousins, enjoy the bene 
of life beneath the canopy. For a start, it’s fairly 
and there are plenty of places to hide. That’s ve 
useful, especially when there are so many hung 
predators lurking around.99 


4 Toad’s Challenge: how many Thornbugs can 
you find hidden on the branches? 
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How to use your puzzle card 


1 Cut along the dotted lines to make 
nine separate cards. 


2 Shuffle the cards to mix them up. 


3 Lay the cards out on a flat surface 
picture-side up. 


4 Now see if you can fit all the nine 
cards back together. 


It might be useful trace your puzzle or 
photocopy it before you cut it up so that 
you have a picture to look at if you get 
really stuck! 


FAGI EMC 
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~ Secret World of. 


The fearless 
Jaguar is the 
only large cat 
in the South 
American 
rainforest. 
Iteats a 

wide range 
of prey and 

is a good 
swimmer, leaping into the water after other animals 
which might provide a good meal. The Jaguar will 
even attack alligators - and it won't 
ignore a human either, so beware! 


The word ‘millipede’ means ‘thousand-footed’, 
but not even this Giant millipede has that many 
feet! Giant millipedes can be up to 30cm long and 
usually have about 200 legs. They use their 

legs to help them burrow into the forest 
floor, where they look for decaying plant 


Lots of rainforest creatures use 
camouflage to fool predators. 
These Thornbugs spend most of 
their life on thorny tree branches, 
sucking sap from underneath 
the bark. By looking just like 
thorns, they can often avoid 
becoming food for larger 
insect-eating creatures. 


ae ern ya 


The Spotted paca spends its days resting in a large 
den, coming out only at night to look for leaves, roots 
and fruit to eat. Its den is dug out among the tree roots 
of the rainforest floor. It has many entrances and exits 
which are carefully hidden by leaves and branches. 


ie 
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You should be able to spot 
13 Thornbugs stuck to the 
thorny branches. 


When the Arrow-poison 
frog sweats, its body 
releases a poisonous liquid. 
Some rainforest peoples coat the 

tips of their arrows with this poison to 
make a deadly hunting weapon. One frog 
can produce enough poison to tip fifty 
arrows and each arrow can kill an animal 
as large as a deer or a Jaguar. 


matter to feed on. 


The Lobster claw has 
large, broad leaves and 
brightly-coloured flowers. 
Each flower grows out 

of a single leaf-like bract, 
which is the same colour as the flower. 

The bract fills up with a mixture of rainwater 
and nectar, providing a sweet drink for 
many rainforest birds. 
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Discovering Nature’, 


Us 


S| 
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In rainforests there are lots of beautiful 
plants that you wouldn’t see in Farthing 
Wood because they only grow well in hot, 
steamy places. At flowering times 

the rainforest canopy is filled with 
brightly-coloured blossoms. Bees and 
tiny hummingbirds busily fly around 
gathering the nectar. 


JUNGLE BUTTERFLY 


Choose different-coloured materials to make the 
bright butterflies that flit around the rainforest flowers. 


You will need: 
coloured card, stapler, coloured cellophane, tissue L} 
paper (in bright shades), glue, scissors, crayons 
or felt-tips, pipe cleaners. 


VHAT A SMELL! 


's smelliest flower is the 


1 Draw the butterfly's 
body and head on the card 


) 
nell of rotting meat : 
; and cut it out. 


3s, which 
n to 


2 Give it a face and stick 
on two short lengths of 
pipe cleaner for antennae. 


3 Screw up tiny balls of tissue paper and glue 
them on to the body. 


§ Pinch together the micdle 
of the wing shape. Staple or 
tape it to the back of the 
butterfly's body ancl spread 
out the wings on either side 


4 Cut out a double wing 
shape from the cellophane. If 
you haven't got cellophane. 
crépe paper will clo. 


PAPER FLOWERS 


Make these flowers in bright colours — the brighter 
the better! Rainforest flowers are vivid purples, 
yellows, oranges and reds. 


You will need: 
different-coloured crépe paper, glue, tape, scissors, 
green plant-support sticks, small hole punch, 

card (old cereal packet is ideal). 


2 Draw round the ternplate on to the crépe paper and 
cut the shape out. Repeat this until you have about 10 

separate shapes. Then punch a small hole in the centre 
of each shape. 


1 Draw a template for a three-petal 
flower on the card, then cut it out. 
You can make the petals any 
shape or size you like. 


3 Take one of the flower 
shapes and gently push 
a stick through the hole. 
Pinch the centre 

of the flower shape 
and tape it to the 
top of the stick. 


4 Keep pushing 
the paper shapes on to the stick, 
pinching them round and taping 

§ Cut out some them in place. 
leaf shapes as shown 
and glue them dow 


the stick. ~~ 


a 


6 Cut a long strip of crépe 
paper and wind it round the 
flowerhead to cover up the 
taped section. Glue the 
strip in place. 


If you haven’t got any crépe paper or sticks, 

you could use paper napkins and straws instead. 
Cut the flower shape out of an unfolded napkin. 
Without punching a hole in it, pinch the centre 

of the flower shape and twist it round to make a 
short stem (about 2cm long). Then dab some glue 
on to this stem and push it down into the top of 

a straw to complete your flower. 


Why not make each layer 
of your flower a different 
colour, or make the centre 
of the flower one colour 
and the outside another. 


If you make several different-coloured flowers 
you can tie them together in a bouquet. 


WANGING PARROT 


Here’s a parrot you can make to hang 
up above your tropical flowers. 


1 | Trace the template on to 
the scrap card and cut it out. 


4 Open out the 
parrot shape. Paint it 
brightly, first on one side, 
then on the other. Don't 
forget to include two eyes! 


\ 


& Squash down the beak. 
Then ask an adult to make 
two small holes at either 
end of your model with a 
knitting needle. You need 
one hole on either side of 
the fold. 


hs 
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2 Fold the stiff paper 


VAN 
? Cut two lengths of string, each 
about 1m long. Thread one piece 
through the holes at the front and the 
other through the holes at the back. 


You will need: 
scrap card, stiff coloured-paper rectangle, 
scissors, pencil, string, tape, paints, 

coloured crépe or tissue paper. 


3 Draw round the 
template. Keep the 
paper folded and cut out 
the parrot shape so that 
you cut through both 

thicknesses of the paper. 


in half lengthways. Lay 
the template on one 
side of the paper so 
that the straight edge 
is against the fold. 


§ When dry, cut out some 
strips of crépe or tissue 
paper. Glue or tape them 
to the top end of the tail 

to make floaty feathers. 


\\ 


Now ask an adult 
to help you hang your 
parrot from the ceiling. 


& Tic the loose ends of 
string together, at the top. 
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Puzzle it out 2s” 


GOING TOGETHER 
Some words go together, such 
as ‘cat’ and ‘mouse’. Look at — 
the pictures on the right and 
pair them up. 


& SHADOWY SHAPES 
_ Weasel thought that millions of years 
ago the cave was occupied by wild 
animals. If you look carefully on the 
‘cave walls, you should be able to 
find the shapes of four of them. 
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Poor Measly turned round to see three pairs 
2 of green eyes staring menacingly at him. He 
began to tell some jokes, but because he was 


ee @ 


Cleo and Fido were out playing when they came “Well, well, weasels! What do you think you 

across a large cave. They showed it to their are doing in our cave?” so frightened, he didn’t make them sound very WHAT’S IN THE CAVE? 

parents because they thought it would be a “Sorry, we'll go now — we didn’t know you funny. He began to pull faces instead. But the What things can you find / 

great place to live. lived here,” said Measly, making for the cats simply continued to stare. in the cave that begin / 
“| can just imagine it millions of years ago, full entrance as fast as he could. Just as Measly was beginning to despair, there with the letter C? 

of bears or wildcats,” said Weasel. “Not so fast. Now you’ve made yourselves was a friendly, “Woof!” and Rollo’s big shaggy F 
‘Are you sure it’s not still the home of at home, you can stay and entertain us,” head appeared at the entrance to the cave. f 

wildcats?” Measly asked, anxiously. Just as he sneered one of the cats. “Come on, you — “Hooray!” yelled Cleo and Fido, running towards & 

said this, three wildcats came running into the entertain us!” him. “You're just in time to save us from the cats!” —. 


cave, their eyes gleaming. And that is exactly what he did. 


Puzzle it out FP 
THE MINISTER'S CAT 


Each player in turn takes a letter of the 
alphabet, starting with A, and uses it to start 
a word that describes the Minister's cat. If a 
player can’t think of a word, he drops out 
and his turn is taken by the next person. 
The last person left is the winner. 


The Minister's cat is an 
ANGRY cat. 


The LMinizter * 
is mingy! 


ae 


The Minister's cat 
is a GREEDY cat 
called GEORGE. 


The Ministers cat 
is a FUNNY cat 
called FERGUS. 


To make the game 
By really difficult, you 
Sy could give the cat a 
name as well as a 

description. 
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The Ministers cat 
is a HAIRY cat 
called HARRY. 


To make the game fairer, you may decide 
before you start not to use the letters 

X, Y and Z. To vary the game a little you 
can change the job of the cat’s owner 
instead of the word to describe the cat. 


The Ministers cat is a 
BOASTFUL cat. 


The Minister's cat 
5 an...errr..IDLE 
cat called...umm... 
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Measly told these jokes to keep the cats 
amused. Can you match the questions to 
the answers? 
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lways Coo/ 
all match > 


wipe pieg cmile~ ° 
off your face. 


When it iS 
setting. 


OWhet did the he Martian Say dies he saw the piano ? © tsi it saw the letter hee 


——- Colour it in 
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